
 

 

 

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND THE CATHOLIC HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL 

 

His Holiness Pope Francis is urging Christians all over the world to join 
together in prayer, for this month of February in particular, against the evil 
of human trafficking. 

“Listen to the Migrants' Cries” 
We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal 
trafficking, may be heard and considered. 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/the-popes-monthly-intention.cfm 

https://www.popesprayer.va/the-pope-video-human-trafficking-infographic/ 

 

Catholic physicians and other healthcare professionals are urged to 
take an active role.  In addition to our prayers, we need to become 
alert and involved. 

Ø Dignity Health System makes available their extensive, experience-based guide 
for establishing a Medical Safe Haven for Victims of Human Trafficking.  At the 
Mercy Family Health Center in Sacramento, the Family Medicine residency has 
been actively involved in establishing this program. 
https://www.dignityhealth.org/-
/media/cm/media/documents/PDFs/UPDATED%20Dignity%20Health_HTRP_SharedLearningsManual_Oct
%202019.ashx?la=en&hash=E1786D97552D34472A05EBEB5D73F6E4AEF1D9E7 
 

Ø Their PEARR Tool provides a helpful guideline for approaching your patient when 
you have a concern. 

• Provide Privacy 
• Educate 
• Ask 
• Respect and Respond 

 
https://www.dignityhealth.org/-
/media/cm/media/documents/PDFs/PEARRToolm15NoField2019.ashx 
 
https://www.dignityhealth.org/hello-humankindness/human-trafficking/victim-centered-and-trauma-
informed/using-the-pearr-tool 
 



Ø At the Global Strategic Operatives for the Eradication of Human Trafficking, Deb 
O'Hara Rusckowski, RN, MBA, MTS (who also serves as Delegate for the Order of 
Malta to the United Nations and as a Board Member of the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center) is dedicated to training healthcare professionals on how to save 
lives from modern day slavery. deb@globalstrategicoperatives.org 

https://www.globalstrategicoperatives.org/ 
 
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2020/02/healthcare-workers-are-on-front-
lines-of-fight-against-human-trafficking/ 

 
 

Ø The US Conference of Catholic Bishops maintains a webpage specifically for 
addressing the problem of Human Trafficking.  Please sign up for their online 
newsletter. 

 
http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/how-to-help-a-trafficking-
victim.cfm 

 
 
 
 
 


